3b. National and international context and collaborations
The core part of the project team includes researchers from the Institut national d’études démographiques (INED) in Paris (France), the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research (MPIDR) in Rostock (Germany) and the University of Copenhagen (Denmark). INED and MPIDR have a ten-year history of close collaboration on mortality research. The project is also designed to develop collaboration between researchers and research institutions in a number of other European countries as well as in the United States.
The project is divided into three main parts: 1) measurement and modeling of survival and length of life; 2) reconstruction of coherent cause-of-death series; and 3) cause-of-death decomposition for linking length-of-life patterns to causes of death. They will be implemented under existing research programs in each of the three institutions involved. These programs are the following: at INED, “Mortality trends, health systems and policy” and “Inequalities in disease and death” (for more details see http://www.ined.fr), at the MPIDR “Mortality surfaces”, “Methods of measurement and decomposition in mortality studies”, “Vanguard project: mortality and life expectancy in population groups”, “Mortality in Germany”, and “Mortality and health in Eastern Europe” (for more details see www.demogr.mpg.de), and at the Department of Biostatistics at the University of Copenhagen, “Cause of death contribution to longevity: modeling time trends” (for more details see https://intra.ifsv.ku.dk/biostat_annualreport/index.php5/Research ). 

Part of the project will be carried out in cooperation with the U.S. team of the Human Mortality Database (HMD). The HMD (www.mortality.org and www.humanmortality.de) is the most widely used and cited source of population and mortality data in demography. The HMD data processing includes a system of rigorous checks and methods for mortality estimation (Wilmoth et al., 2007). The database is maintained by research teams led by John R. Wilmoth at the University of California at Berkeley (UCB) and Vladimir M. Shkolnikov at MPIDR, respectively. In addition to the UCB members, the U.S. team includes researchers from the Institute for Demographic Research at the City University of New York and from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. The HMD does not include any cause-of-death data at this point. The cause-of-death database produced by the proposed project will be designed as a complement to the HMD. The data structures and formats will provide for future linkages to the HMD with a view to building up its technical capabilities, methodological advances, and data resources on general mortality indicators.
Regarding the analysis of old-age mortality and longevity patterns, we also anticipate research exchanges with the REVES (Réseau Espérance de Vie en Santé) scientific network, the Dipartimento di Scienze Statistiche at the University of “La Sapienza” in Rome and the Vienna Institute of Demography.

The extremely careful and time-consuming reconstruction of continuous series of mortality by cause of death in 17 countries will be carried out collaboratively under the current project by researchers from a number of European institutions with which contacts, if not prior collaboration, have already been established. They include, in addition to  INED (in charge of the series for France) and MPIDR (for East and West Germany): Charles University (for the Czech Republic), National Statistics Offices in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, the Institute for Demographic Research in Lithuania, Estonian Interuniversity Population Research Centre in Estonia, the University of Latvia, the Institute of European Integration and Political Sciences in Kishinev (for Moldova), the University of Warsaw (for Poland), the Institute of Demography in Moscow (for Russia), the Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology at the National University of Education at Distance in Madrid (for Spain), the Institute for Demography and Social Studies in Kiev (for the Ukraine), the University of California at Berkeley and possibly the Social Security Administration (for the U.S.). Collaborators remain to be identified for Japan and Romania.
Finally, interpretations and discussions of the project findings will be complemented by scientific information obtained through micro-level studies, such as the Longitudinal Study of Aging Danish Twins (http://sanford.duke.edu/centers/pparc/research/data/lsadt/) jointly conducted by the University of Southern Denmark (Odense, Denmark) and Duke University (Durham, USA), and the “Biodemography of Disease and Death in Moscow” study (http://fds.duke.edu/db/Sanford/pparc/staff/grant.manager/grants/4510), a collaboration between MPIDR, the State Research Center of Preventive Medicine in Moscow (Russia) and Duke University in the U.S. 
